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Some Facts  

Å A report from Child Trends found that only about 50 percent 
of teen mothers receive a high school diploma or GED by 
the age of 22, compared with 89 percent of women who do 
not have a child during their teen years (Perper, Peterson, 
and Manlove 2012 ).  

 

Å A survey supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation found that almost half of female high school 
dropouts said that pregnancy or becoming a parent played 
a role in their decision to leave school, and one - third said 
that it was a major factor (Bridgeland , Dilulio , and Morison 
2006).    
 



The Impact  

ÅCompleting high school for teen mothers reduces 
the risk of a subsequent teen pregnancy (Perper, 
Peterson, and Manlove 2012).  

 

ÅHoffman (2006) reported that only two percent of 
young teen mothers (age 17 and younger) and 
three percent of older teen mothers (age 18 to 
19) earn a college degree by the age of 30, 
compared to nine percent of women who had 
their first child at age 20 -21.  
 

 



The Impact  

Å Research shows that while total employment increased by 
nearly 23 percent from 1989 to 2012, the number of 
workers with a high school diploma or less slowly declined 
during the period ( Carnevale , Jayasundera , and Cheah  
2012 ).  

 

Å Over the past decade, the wages of recent high school 
graduates dropped by 12 percent to just $19,400 annually 
in 2011, which is below the poverty threshold for a family 
of four ( Carnevale , Rose, and Cheah , 2011).  
 



A Different Trajectory  

ÅTeen parents are highly motivated to finish 
their education and seek employment; 
they want to ódo right by their kidsô. 

 

ÅBut they need support to be successful, 
and this is especially true for lower income 
teen parents who may not have family 
support.  

 

 

 



A Different Trajectory  

ÅKlerman (Another Chance, 2004) reported 
little success in delaying subsequent births 
but HTN reviewed same research for 
outcomes related to changing life 
trajectory and found school -based 
programs often successful, i.e. 
intervention teen mothers were more 
likely to be employed five (5) years later.  



Where Thereôs a Will 

The Role of Policy  



Policy: Title IX  

Å Title IX states that pregnant and parenting students 
have equal access to schools and activities, that all 
separate programs for pregnant or parenting students 
be completely voluntary, and that schools must 
excuse absences that are due to pregnancy or 
childbirth for as long as is deemed medically 
necessary by the studentôs physician. 

 
ÅDespite Title IXôs prohibition against sex 

discrimination, there are schools across the country 
that continue to bar pregnant and parenting students 
from school and school activities.  

 



Policy: Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF)  

Å Lifetime 60 month limit. Must be working within 2 years of 
enrollment. Single parents must work 30 hours/week.  

 

Å In addition , the TANF statute has two rules that apply only to 
minor parents (typically, those under 18 years of age .) The 
minor parent education/training rule prohibits states from 
awarding TANF cash grants to minor parents unless they are 
participating in education or training activities. The minor 
parent living arrangement rule prohibits states from awarding 
TANF cash grants to minor parents unless they are living with 
a parent, legal guardian , or another adult  relative , or in a 
living arrangement approved by the state.  
 



Pregnant and Parenting Student 
Access to Education Act (PPSAE)  

ÅExciting new opportunity to impact 
educational supports for this population  

 

ÅHTN and NWLC co -authors, National 
Campaign also a supporter  

 

ÅHave sponsors: Senator Tom Udall (D -NM) 
and Representative Jared Polis (D -CO) 

 

 



Why PPSAE?  

Current federal elementary and secondary 
education law does not authorize funding to 
States or local educational agencies for 
academic or supportive services 
interventions targeted to pregnant and 
parenting students.     

 

 



Some PPSAE Specifics  

ÅProvide resources to support for PPTs to stay 
in school;  

ÅEnables states to create a plan for PPTs;  

ÅEstablishes a state coordinator;  

ÅRequires grantees to provide supports for 
education;  

ÅAllows districts to provide additional supports, 
and  

ÅCollects data on this population.  

 



Action Steps  

ÅContact state senators and reps and ask 
them to co -sponsor PPSAE  

ÅVisit HTNôs website: 
www.healthyteennetwork.org , get the fact 
sheet, and sign -on.  

ÅReview policy recommendations from this 
report as well as HTNs recommendations 
for teen parents and ADVOCATE!  

http://www.healthyteennetwork.org/


 
bob@healthyteennetwork.org  
 

 
Website : www.healthyteennetwork.org  
facebook.com/ healthyteens  
twitter.com/ healthyteen  
pinterest.com/ healthyteen  
youtube.com/ healthyteennetwork  
 
pat@healthyteennetwork.org  
 

mailto:bob@healthyteennetwork.org
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Å Education makes a difference in median lifetime 
earnings.  Lifetime earnings for women with:  
 
ïHigh school diploma: $1.1 million  
ï 2-year degree: $1.5 million  
ï 4-year degree: $2 million  

 
 

Å College is a 2 -generation strategy for a teen mother 
and her child.  
 

Sources: Carnevele et al 2012; Attewell et al 2007  
 

 

Importance of Postsecondary 
Education (PSE)  



Timely transition to PSE  

ÅRisk of delay  
 
ÅLow - income students more likely to delay  

 
ÅImportance of ñearly momentumò 

 
ÅImportance of timely transition for teen 

parents  
 

Source: Ashtiana and Feliciano 2012  



Barriers to PSE  

ÅLow self -esteem  

ÅCost of college  

ÅInsufficient financial aid (Pell grants)  

ÅLimited child care options  

ÅHigh school courses and performance  

ÅDiscrimination  

ÅInsufficient supports   



Supports for PSE  
 

ÅChild Care  

 

ÅWrap -around services  

 

ÅGuidance from supportive adults  

 

ÅMessage about importance of college  

 



Supports for PSE (cont.)  

ÅIntensive academic supports/opportunities  

 

ÅSupport applying for college/financial aid   

 

ÅExposure to college experiences  

 

ÅSupport during transition to PSE 

 



Forthcoming report  

ÅPathways to Postsecondary Success for 
Pregnant and Parenting Teens  

 

ÅExpected release date: Summer 2013   



 

Sue Carparelli  

President and CEO  

Florence Crittenton  Services of Colorado  

Denver, CO  



Florence Crittenton Services  
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Adolescents: Work in Progress*  

Adolescent  Characteristics  
 

Adult Characteristics  

Å Emotional decision -making  
Å Impulsive  actions  
Å Self -  Involved  
Å Concrete thinking  
Å Limited ability to connect 

cause -effect  
Å Financially and emotionally 

dependent  
 

Å Reasoned decision -  making  
Å Self regulation  
Å Puts needs of others over own  
Å Abstract thinking  
Å Consequences factor in 

decision -making  
Å Financial and emotional 

stability  

*Inwood House, New York  



Pregnant and Parenting Teens Live in 
Two Worlds*  

Adolescent  Needs  Parental Tasks  

Å Exploration of social, emotional & 
sexual  identity  

Å Adjusting to profound physical 
change  

Å Mastery of skills  
Å Creative expression  
Å Consistent nurturing  
Å Clear boundaries & high 

expectations  
Å Supportive Guidance  
Å Safe environment  

 

Å Understanding and respond to 
babyôs cues for emotional and 
physical needs  

Å Provide adequate food, housing, 
and medical care  

Å Provide cognitive & social 
stimulation  

Å Provide nurturance  
Å Set clear boundaries and high 

expectations  
Å Provide supportive guidance  
Å Prepare child for school  
Å Create a safe environment  

*Inwood House, New York  



Florence Crittenton Services  

ÅEstablished as a DPS contract school in 
1984 to address  

ïHigh rate of teen pregnancy  

ïHigh dropout rate  

ïUnhealthy birth outcomes  

 

ÅServes entire Denver Public School District  

 



Florence Crittenton Students   

Å High Poverty  
ï  88% qualify for free or reduced  
    lunch  
ï Most struggle with basic  
   necessities including clothes  
   and food (44%), housing (36%),  
   and/or healthcare (35%)  
 

Å High Risk  
ï 40% did not attend school or only  
   attended school sporadically in the  
   previous year  
ï 8.6 is the average number of times  
    a student changed school during the  
    previous three years  



Florence Crittenton Students  

ÅChaotic Family & Living  

   Situations  
ï61% were born to teen  

   mothers  

ï62% of their parents did  

  not graduate from high school  

 

ÅLow Academic Achievement  
ï6 th  grade average math and language usage  

ï7 th  grade average learning  

 

 

 

 



Holistic Approach  



Florence Crittenton Services  

ÅEducate, Prepare, and Empower teen mothers to 
be productive members of the community.  

 

ÅThree core programs:  

ïHigh School  

ïStudent & Family Support Program  

ïEarly Learning Center  

 

 

 



Florence Crittenton High School  

ÅOperates in partnership  

   with Denver Public Schools  

 

Å 9-12 grade academics,  

   GED instruction, after -school  

   tutoring , financial literacy, and  

   career and post -secondary readiness  

 
Å FCHS serves an average of 280 students per year  



Student & Family Support Program  

ÅMental health counseling, solution - focused brief 
counseling, and crisis management  

 

ÅCouples and family 
counseling including domestic 
violence prevention and 
intervention groups, young 
fatherôs support groups, and  
grandparentôs support 
groups.  

 

 

 


